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may receive of any body of our Troops coming up the River
Mississippi, and to consider well the People he may have
occasion to confide in before he takes that step, to point out
to Wabasha, which I have done also, by letter to Rocque,
that no Difficulties can occur from the want of Provision —
both sides being well stored with cattle and game, and that
the difficulty of remounting the stream can never be fatal
as he has the Two Florida’s & the Natchez for a retreat,
should he at once think of proceeding as low as New Or-
leans. But he will be able to getinformation at the Natchez
[so] that, if he did not hear of an English army coming up
the Mississippi to [he could] attack by surprise any of the
Spanish Forts, and by assault [could capture] any of their
exposed Parties, settlements or Villages.

By the Extracts from Lord George Germain’s & from the
General’s letters sent to me, I am a loss to know whether
this preparation may not be too early on account of want of
secresie in the people I have employ’d, and from their get-
ting too near Orleans before the arrival of the Brigadier
[Campbell].

Or, on the other hand, they may be too late, which, will I
hope be the case to [for] promoting the Conquest of the
Town itself. As afterwards they can act againstthe Rebels
on this side which I have pointed out to them. I have con-
fidence in and hopes of their Leader, as Wabasha is allowed to
be a very extraordinary Indian and well attached to His
Majesty’s Interest.

Being at a loss, as I said, in point of time, I have supposed
the Army for that service will arrive before Orleans about
the first of May. Our information on such occasions re-
quires to be very pointed, from the distance we have to hunt
for our means of executing the wish of our Superiors.

Mr, Hamilton’s disaster proceeded from want of system,
uncertain information & want of attention in others as
much as from the precipitancy of the measures he took him-
self, and the want of a regular district correspondence will

ever produce such ill effects.
* * * * ¥ * * *

I am Dear Brehm with regard & esteem yours very sin-
cerely PAT* SINCLAIR.



